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CLAIMS : 



1. A multimedia method for use with a screen-based host system provided 
with information processing and I/O facilities, and interacting with one or more distributed 
items that are arranged for storing information and exchanging information with the host 
system, 

characterized in that said multimedia method comprises the steps of allowing the 
distributed items to exchange analog or digital information under proximity conditions with 
respect to the host, but without requiring formatted berth facilities of the host, 

with respect to various such items evoking through self-identifying thereof 
associated specific iconizing by the host for signalling to a user an associated and selective 
information processing and/or entertainment oriented service field, furthermore so allowing 
by the host a user person to activate information processing operations with respect to the 
selective service field, 

having each item so keeping abreast of host-generated results during such 
proximity conditions as being relevant to its associated field, 

whilst allowing free styling of such item with respect to physical shape 
requirements thereto. 

2. A multimedia system comprising a screen-based host having information 
processing and I/O facilities, and one or more distributed items that are arranged for storing 
information and exchanging information with the host system, 

characterized in that said I/O facilities are arranged for allowing the distributed 
items to exchange analog or digital information under proximity conditions with respect to 
the host, but without requiring formatted berth facilities, 

said host having recognition means for with respect to various such items 
evoking self-identifying thereof, and having iconizing means for as responsive to said self- 
identifying producing associated specific iconizing for signalling to a user an associated and 
selective information procession and/or entertainment oriented service field, and having 
reception means for furthermore allowing a user person to activate information processing 
operations with respect to the selective service field, 

and having transmission means for so letting each item keep abreast of host- 
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generated results during such proximity conditions as being relevant to its associated field, 

whereby such item is being allowed free styling with respect to physical shape 
requirements thereto. 

3. An information item arranged for distributed use in a multimedia system 

5 comprising a screen-based host that has information processing and I/O facilities, the item 
being arranged for storing information and furthermore for exchanging information with the 
host, 

characterized in that said item is arranged for allowing to exchange analog or 

digital information under proximity conditions with respect to said I/O facilities without 

10 requiring formatted berth facilities, 

said item having self-identifying means for with respect to various such items 

through self-identifying versus said host, allowing said host to recognize the actual item for 

H thereby activating a particular information processing and/or entertainment oriented service 
pi- 
field, and said item having reception means for upon said person activating information 

s ,. 

[q 15 processing operations with respect to the service field in question, then allowing such item to 
keep abreast of host-generated results during such proximity conditions as being relevant to 
its associated field, 

wherein such item has been allowed free styling with respect to physical shape 

r 

jjf requirements thereto. 



